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Guilty Plea

Part 1: Rise

© Guillotine Collective




Editor’s Note

Dear Everyone! I am so exhited to annonce this first edition of Guilty Pleasures!
This feeling could be only compared to that of a mean-spirited child the second
before they ruin someone’s sandcastle, pop the ballon, or take a juicy bite of their
friend’s birthday cake as she is about to blow the candles. Yes, there is no doubt,

the child must be mean-spitrited -- for a good, kind-hearted and well behaved one
would only dream of doing such things but have the restrain and the decency to
keep it to themsefs,

confined inside their secret, ‘evil’ side, only lived out in private, if at all...

The undertitle ‘Rise’ could make you think of a sun-rise, or the waking up, or
perhaps an uprising, or the dough rising from all the yeast stuffed into it to make the
pie fluffier (although I never have the patience to wait long enough for it to kick in
and all my pies remain flat).

The Zine is a dream-come-true for and is issued on behalf of the Gulliotine
Collective. It has cost us about 78 hours of in-person roundtables, way too many
phonecalls, a several hunded packs of cigarettes (although only few of us smoke),
about the same amount of chewing gum packs with menthol sent (to cover all traces
of digestion!) and miles and miles of land and water crossed on cars, trains,
sometimes flights and then trains again (we do prefer to meet in person when
possible); way too many polite conversations with our babysitters, taxi drivers,
funding bodies and other wonderfully helpful auxillary stuff that made this work
possible in the first place! We are so gratefull to each and everyone of you!

Further, I am delighted to express owr special gratitude to Ryota Yahagi and Lorenz
Ganthaler for their generous support of the project.

Finally, let’s take a moment to agknowladge that a ‘guilty pleasure’ is something to be
enjoyed both privately -- wrapped in the warm familiarity of delicious self-loathing,
as well as with friends and stragers -- exposing your most uninhibited hopes and
dreams to the unsuspecting public without a second thought or concern for other’s
well being. It’s a slam party and you are finally invited! Congrats!

Vera Varlamova






Dear
this is your invitation to

s

,,The Dinner*

by
Vera Varlamova
Emily Dietrich
with
Adonis Magoulas
Rashiyah Elanga
and
Leonie Chima Emeka

22.11.2023
6 pm

fffriedrich
Alte Mainzer Gasse 4-6
60311 Frankfurt am Main
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Where Worries Fade and
Dreams Come True

Guilliotine Collective
has organized, curated, presented and collaborated
on more then 150 solo and group exhibitions by pioneering
emerging artists at our gallery locations as well as at other
collaborating venues, including galleries, cinemas, abandoned
locations, food markets, secondary schools and private homes around
the world. We continue to honor our ongoing
commitment to building cultural dialogue across time and space un-
til this very moment
and forever more.
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WHY DO WE WANT DISCOURSE?

IS IT TO TAME THE BEAST — THE UNKNOWABLE, UNREACHABLE THING TO OUR
RATIONALIST COMPULSION? TO MAKE IT BEHAVE, STAY IN ITS PLACE AND NOT
LEAK OUTSIDE ITS FRAME?

OR BECAUSE WE, PASSIVE ANIMALS OF TRUTH, WANT TO BE SEDUCED INTO THE
WORK? TO BE IN ON A SECRET? TO FIND A HIDDEN ROOM, A CODE, A SPELL?

A QUIET BACKSTREET AMIDST THE BUSY SQUARE?...

OR IS IT BECAUSE, TO A DEGREE, WE SECRETLY ALREADY KNOW THAT SOME THINGS
(THE BEST, THE MOST PRECIOUS THINGS) ARE THE ONES LEFT OUT?

BY DESIGN OR DUE TO SOME LACK, AN INSUFICIENCY OF THE ORIGIN, SOMETHING
HAD TO BE LEFT OUT.

SO WE TURN TO DISCOURSE NOT TO FILL THIS HOLE OF MEANING, BUT IN SEARCH
OF ANOTHER MEANING ALTOGETHER. THE THREAD WHICH UNTIES THE TAPESTRY.
THAT IS TO SAY, BECAUSE WE WANT TO SEE THE WORK UNDONE.

YES! THERE IS NO GREATER PLEASURE THEN TO SEE AN OBJECT OF ONE’S AWE
COLLAPSE, FALL APART. NOW, WE’VE COME TO SEE, TO KNOW IT SO INTIMATELY,
IN ITS MOST VULNERABLE — THE INSTANT OF DECREATION. YES, NOW IT IS TRULY
OURS. AND ALSO, IT IS THROUGH OVERCOMING ITSELF, REACHING ALL THE WAY
TOWARDS ITS OWN IMPOTENTIALITY, THAT IT CAN FINALLY REST, FULLY
ACTUALISED. AND SO CAN WE.

IN OTHER WORDS, FROM THEN ON IT CAN REALLY BE, WHICH IS ALWAYS TO BE

A MULTITUDE OF THINGS. NOW, HAVING BEEN SCRUTINISED AND MUTILATED
THROUGH A SERENDIPITOUS SEQUENCE OF MISUNDERSTANDINGS,
MISINTERPRETATIONS, MISPERCEPTIONS AND PROJECTIONS, THE WORK IN
QUESTION GAINS THE ULTIMATE IMPOSSIBILITY — ITS VERY OWN SUBJECTIVITY.
NO LONGER A THING THAT SIMPLY ‘IS THERE , IT HAS MUTATED INTO AN AGENT
THAT ACTS IN THE WORLD, WANTS AND PROMPTS OTHER THINGS.

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY: LOOKS BACK AT US LOOKING AT IT, PUTTING OUR OWN
SUBJECTIVITY IN QUESTION. POSING THE MOST UNSETTLING OF QUESTIONS, THAT
WE NEVER THE LESS LONG TO HEAR:

‘WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM ME?’
AND THEN:
‘WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM ME NOW?’






exeprt from

From Telletubiies to Henry Darger and Back
by K. Sisvidze

a) At Jennie Richie, Vwian Guls esacape with Boaty But in cwadssing niwern nudded ate
8) 1- At Jennie Richee Viwian giks are sent By Genernok (Emperarn) Vwian, thein father
to seige a centain enemy plan.

2- At Jennie Richee, again escape

3- At Jennie Richee, hawe thiilling time flecing through a field of gutted Badies of
children with shefls

1930 - 1940



‘At Jennie Richie, Vivian Girls Escape with Booty But in
Crossing River Rudded Are Captured by Claverinean Boy
Scouts Who Mistake Them for Glandelinian Girl Scouts’
Pencil, watercolours, ink, collage and thread on paper
Henry Darger (1892-1973)

© Musée d’Art Moderne / Roger-Viollet



IT'S 1973, CHICAGO. THe GOLPEN STaNDaRD iS5 FRESHLY COLLaPSep aNp ABEX
i5 PeaKiNG - THe FUTURE SMeLLS BRIGHT OF aLReaDY ROTTING iNFINiTY.
INFiNiTe FLOW OF OPPORTUNITY, MeaNiNG, PROMiS€, INFORMATION,

ENERGY - iNFiNiTe DeLiGHT.

IN @ ROOM OF 2 JaNiTOR-ReclusSe THeY UNCOVER Heaps aND Piles oF
AQUAReLL SHeeTs, His eNTirRe LiFe’s WORK - ‘IN THe ReaLMs OF THe
UNReaL'. A 15 000 PaGes OF LITeRWORK, TRINSPOSED TO HUNDREDS OF
PAINTINGS -- 2 SORT OF eXPaNDep GRaPHIC NoveL. IN THiS iMaGiNaRrY
WORLD, 5evVeN 5iSTeRS WHO GO BY THe NaMe OF THe ViViaN GiRLS LeaD
THe ReBeLLiON OF eNsLaveD CHILDREN 2GaiNST aN aRMY OF aDuLT MeN
(GLeNDeLiNiaNs).

DaRGeR HiMSELF GRew UP iN aN ‘asYLUM FOR FeeBLe MINDeD CHIiLDREN',
aND FROM WHaT'S LEFT OF HiS SPORaDIC MeMOiRS, We CaN ¢cLearLYy TRace
ALMOAST DiReCT CORRESPONDANCE FROM HiS OWN LiFe TO eVeNTs eNpurep
BY Hi5 HEeROINES. THe SeveN LiTTLe GiRLS LeaDiNG THe BaTTLe TO LiBeRaTe
aLL CHILD SLaves OF THeiR UNReal WORLD, S0 cLoseLy TRaCiNG OURS...
TRACING, Ye5, TRACING iS5 THE TeCHNIQUE He Uses iN PLace OF DRawWiNG
FROM MiND. IMaGes FOUND ON STReeTS, iN TRaSHCaNS, ON apps. IT'5
MiMIiCRY, POUBLES. THE LiNeS BeTWEeN OUR WORLD aND THEIRS, Real aNp
UNReaL, CReaTioN aND RePeTITION - BLUR.

We eNTer THiS WORLD THROUGH ViVieN GiRLS™ BaTTLeS, THeY - THROUGH
OUR TRaCesS. WiTH HeLP OF GOD. SiNCe NO ONe elLs5e Was aROUND. STEPPING
OVeR THEIR ORPHaNHOOD aND eNsSLaVeMENT, THeY HeaR THe caLl TO ReVOLT
FROM NO LONGER iMaGiNeD, BUT VEeRY ReaL, aLMOST PaGaN (OR earLY
JewDaic) OMNIPRESENT PaTeRrNaL PiViNITY:

° LiKe THe sPeer-Heapep aNGelL METATRONE, CLOTHED iN RaPiaNT, FieRY
GARMENTS, GUARDING GOD 5 THRONE (5ePHIR YETZiRaH),
°BLENGiGLOMENeaN SeRPENT-aNGeLS aRe DRAGON-LIKE GiGaNT CReaTures,
S0MeTiMes WINGED. THEY CaN FLY aND Move THROUGH 5Kies, THeiR Bopies
OFTeN CURVE aND LOOP LiKe HUGe, MaNY-COLORED SNaKes; THEIR LONG,
HORNED HeaDs aND MULTiPLe PROTRUSIONS CaN ReaD a5 BOTH HORNS aNp
aNTeNNae. THeY INTeRVENE MIRACULOUSLY iN BaTTLeS, Rescue CHILDREN,
aND PROTECLT THE ViViaN GiRLS aND THEIR aLLies -- FUNCTIONING a5
GU2aRDIaN aNGeL5 aND WaR aLLies aT oNce!

(FOLLOWING THE JeWDeO-CHRISTIaN SYMBOLISM, iT CHaLLANGES COMMON
iIMPLICATIONS OF SUBMiS5ive ENDURANCE aND ReiNTeRPREeTEeS MONOTHISM
a5 2 ReVOLUTIONaRY FORCE. HeRe ‘TURN THe OTHeR cHeek’ iS5 NOT
SURRENDER TO ViOLeNce’ BUT aN aCT OF SUBVERSION. THiS aLLIGNS WITH
GNOSTIC aND HiSTORICO-POLITICAL ReaDiNGS OF THe BiBLe, aCLORDING TO
WHICH @ ROMaN S0LDierR WOULD NORMALLY STRiKe a SUBORDINaTE WiTH
THE BaCK OF THEIR RIGHT HAND, aN acT THaT CaRRieD NO 50¢ial WeiGHT. A
‘TURNING OF THE OTHER cHeeK’ WOULD MeaN THe aGGRES50R WOULD Have
TO €iTHER STOP OR U5€ THE PaLM OF THEIR HaND TO STRiKe THE PERSON ON
THE LeFT cHeeK-a GesTURe THAT Was aN aDMiSSION OF THe OTHeR'S eQual
STaTUS. 50 Yes, THERe SHOULD Be NO QUESTION Here, THEIR GOD i5 FiRST
aND FOREMOST a ReVOLUTIONaRY FORSE.)






50 HERE WE aRE NOW:
iT’S 2003 NP MY VERY YOUNG Face i5 GLUep 10 T

We ENCOUNTER TeLLeTUBIES aT THe POINT OF ZeR0

RESISTANCE, 35 2LL RESISTANCE Has BEEN 2BSORBED BY

ENTERTAINMENT VaLUE. PACIFIED CURSELVES, We WITNESS

THEM IN 2 STaTe OF IMPaSSIONaTE DEVOTION TO THEIR

PaTERNaL DIVINITY - 2 DISeMBODIED VOIice THAT CaREFULLY

ORCHESTRATES THE MEASLURED RHYTHM OF THEIR PERFECTLY

ORDERED WORLD. AND HERE, FROM WITHIN THiS POST —
REVOLUTIONZRY, UNCANNILY STERILISED LITOPIa, THEY SPeaK

T0 US. NATURALLY, THROUGH OUR SCREENS. THEY SPeaK iN

£YLLABLES, HALF-WORDS, GESTURES THAT BYPasS LaNGUAGE

2ND ReacH DIRECTLY TOWaRD SOMETHING PRIMITIVE, Savase.

THE ECHO OF 2 TIME WHEN LANGU2GE BROKE DOWN UNDER -
THE WEIGHT OF TOO MUCHNESS-OF BEING, LOVE, OF -
UNBE2R2SBLE PRESENCL.THIS BREAKAGE, THIS RUPTURE IN THE

SMOOTH FABRIC OF THE REaL, Was THE OPENING.




He Te
STRUCT ,

THE LAUGHTER OF THE z

UNS2ID, WHICH CaN NO LONG 521D (NO DREN'S TV!
SPOKEN ONCE BEFORE iN THe LaNGuage oF IND aNGELS
NOW, THE WaR Ha5GONE UNDERGROUND, Li
A5 THE BaBY-FACeP SUN Rises, THe Te
DiLIGENTLY, ETERNALLY. THe CHRISTIZ
aL50 Here: THe INVisiBLe DiseME
THE WORLD WiTH THE POWER OF H D. Hi5 CON
THE GOD-50N - 15 THE SHINING BaBY-Face STUCK iN
THE HOLY GHOST, T SUGGEST, i5 THE INVISIBLE RE
HOWLS, THE STRANGE GaP5 OF SILENCE IN B
THE GLITCHES IN MY TV. THESE aRe THE PRECIOUS N
ENTERTIINMENT HALTS aND SOMETHING UNSPEaKaBLE CRE iTS Way

UP TO THE SURFaCe. THESE SiLeNCes THEN aRe THEIR OWN aCTS OF
INSURGENCE, 3 Se3RCH FOR THE HIDDEN PLace, a QUIeT DarRK aLLey iN THe
MiDDLE OF 2 BUSY STReeT...

HERe I TOO WaNT TO TaKe a TURN 25iDe, aND TOUCH THE WORD aL- GHaYB,
N 2RABIC - THE HIDDEN, THE UNSEEN, SOMETIMES - THe DePTH OF THe WeLL.
FROM THiS CORNER, THE LOVE OF GOD 5eiZe5 BEiNG RUPTURE (OPENING);

iN TIMes OF HYPeR-eFFicieNcy, TOTaL VISIBILITY, ReBELLION TaKes ON THe
SHaPE OF 3 QUIET TURN TOWaRDS THAT WHICH CaN NOT BE SEEN (KNOWN).

IT 15 & DARING TO PauUse, eVeN FOR 2 MOMENT, 50 THaT THE UNDEaD MIGHT
ONe DaYy BRe2K THi5 TERRIBLE SiLeNce.

» BUT W

b=

AND FOR NOW, I, 5TiLL VERY YOUNG, aND WITH MY Face GLUEp To THe 5
SIT iN MY OWN SILENCE, LiKe a PeLiCaN WHO, SUPPRES5ING His 5CRea
Feeps His CHILDREN WITH Hi5 OWN FLESH'. - SONGS OF MALDOROR
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Today and Maybe Also Tomorrow

an interview with Henry Turner

21.01.2026
Genk, BE - Coromandel, NZ



HT:

Do a voice, it will generate a transcription. Oh, that’s amazing. Okay, it’s not perfect.
You

get sort of weird mistakes. Still, it is... It's really something. I'm really excited.

VV:

So who is with you in the studio?

HT:

Well, it’s sort of a varying cast is sort of...over there making that,

VV:

wow, oh, wow. It’s huge, yeah, but she, Oh, wow. It's upside down. I see...

HT:

the base is somewhere, she says at the moment... it looks like a gigantic butt plug.
Yeah, it’s very difficult to work on ceramics these days because it’s been raining heavily
for three days and so far, five states of emergency have been declared in different re-
gions

in this part of the world. Oh, my God, it is a disaster. 'm supposed to leave here on
Sunday, but I may not be able to.

VV:

Are you in that residency?

HT:

Yeah, I may not be able to leave because the road, the roads are cut at the moment by
then, but, oh my God!

VV:

I hope this is so. I really hope so, and then all the clay sculptures will melt!

HT:

Oh, God, you, you, you really would love it. Here it is fantastic. You should come...
VV:

one day, one day,

HT:

and then, how, how, how have you been?

VV:

I'm good. I'm also in a residency. This is...

HT:

Spain?

VV:

No, not anymore. Oh, my God. Spain was amazing. Then I went to Geneva, which was
also nice. I didn’t expect. And now I'm in Belgium. And I'm trying to make a zine
called Guilty Pleasures. . I don’t know it’s a mix of things. I'm trying it out. I just want
to give this Guillotine Project, a bit of like physical life in real world...



HT:

everything’s got to make the leap off the Internet and into the real world. I personal-

ly think that’s the crux. Yeah, I believe in security. It’s it is something that interests me
about the internet, that internet culture is that it’s not secure. Everything. Everything
disappears. It survives only as long as the servers are serviced or whatever...

VV:

Yeah, true. Like the experience, like when you look up a website, it's something you do,
like, with a half of one eye. But like, when you have a book in hand, it’s like, it’s only
different experience. Yeah, you absorb things differently. That’s the other thing.

But like, what I want to do is maybe also just, well, something I really wanted to do for
a long time is to create a zine that comes out regularly. So this is small triad it, there will
be two. So it will be called the Guilty Pleasures. And there will be two parts of it. Part
one is called Rise, which I'm doing now. And then part two will be Fall.

HT:

And this one, you know, that cross vial, that cut vile thing. Yeah, there’s very, very, very,
very, very famous... Actually, it’s kind of modded as well. Of the year, just to say the
Rise and Fall, The Rise and Fall of Mahahagony City. (Kurt Weil, Rise and Fall of the
City of Mahagonny)

VV:

Let’s dive in. Imagine you are 100 years old. Which museum do you see your works
buried in?

HT:

Okain’s Bay Museum.

VV:

What is this museum? I haven’t heard much about.

HT:

You would not have heard of it. It’s a very local thing.

VV:

Tell me.

HT:

Well, very briefly: Okain’s Bay is on Banks Peninsula, and it’s a long valley with a sea at
one end and a tiny village in it. It's a very nice place, and there was this guy called fuck.
Well anyway, his name was something or other, and he was from one of the really old
families. Well, 150 years who settled there early on, and from about the 1930s and 40s
and 50s and 60s, he collected Maori treasures, a lot of them. In a time when you could
still do it, it would be totally 100% illegal now, and it was dodgy even then, stuft, people
dug up stuff, people from people, hundreds of them, and a whole load of stuffed native
birds and whole bunch of buildings from really early, secular things, and put them all in

a paddock.



And they’ve changed it a little bit recently, but they’ve got all kinds of things. It’s one of the
weirdest places I've ever been in my life, and some of it is seriously valuableSome of it’s shit.
It goes from sort of 1950s memorabilia to the skids of extinct. Vera Oh, my God, and things,
and they’ve got all this weirdness and sort of uncertain and

uncomfortable collisions of mutually hostile cultures. There! Becker, that’s his name, and well,
it’s so weird, it’s so small, it’s so bizarre and so contradictory. That’s my kind of

museum.

VV:

I really want to see the museum now.

HT:

You would love it.

VV:

In your online presence, you seem to be occupied with natural world, drawing
indecipherable connections between organic life around you and bits of pieces of literally and
philosophical quotes. Do you think context is completely arbitrary today, or is there still hope
for men of reason?

HT:

Oh, no, reason’s fucked. But reason was fucked from the start. No context... to a large
degree, we could make up a context. I mean, not everything, but a lot of it. We can do

a lot of these things. These things are malleable. These things can be changed, if

necessary. We can create a fake world to live in. It might not always be very substantial,

but we can always make something.

VV:

...to return to the world of senses. Exactly! Now, how do you justify the excess of shiny
detail and ornamental disorder in the worlds youre creating? Are you a cruel God or just a
hedonistic one?

HT:

Oh, hedonism and cruelty are not separable.

Well, I like to... from time to time... I like doing anally retentive detail because it suits my
mood to do so it’s like a fidget toy or something. It’s not necessarily, it's not necessarily rele-
vant to the work, or it's not necessarily relevant to what people might see in it usually it would
be an impediment than anything else, but it just happens to be required for that particular
way of making it or maybe one feels a bit sad at the time.

Well, quite frankly, it’s just plain fun to do. I mean, if I want, if, for some reason, I want a
painting to look like a photograph, it’s going to look like a photograph. And it is doing so so
much without the need to justify. It’s so much fun. It is amazing, but it’s easy, it’s nice and it’s
pleasant to do. It’s difficult to come up with a reason to do it because it’s because, on its own,
it’s boring and useless and hopeless, but when I mean, for example, at the moment, I'm doing
a record cover because I decided to work with sound, or rather, to be more to be more spe-
cific, I decided to work with some people who work with sound. I've never done it myself,
though. I just left it up to them that just sort of burbled away. But I'm going to do the record
cover, and for that, 'm going to paint a photograph, and I'm really looking forward to it.



VV:

Wait. I"ve never heard of you working with sound.

HT:

Well there were these musicians and they came to visit me one day.. It so happened that
another friend of mine with whom I had done some bizarre and perverse, spontneous
things at his house with all this 1950s tape recorders and things, you know, to stop the
spur of the moment, because he's mad and I'm bad and people sing like that. Fortunately,
my mother made recordings. It so happens that he was going to visit the next day and and
I'd got this record. You see a record called, called steam, militant, slightly pornographic.
It’s a recording of made in the very early no made in the late 50s of steam express trains in
the South Island, leaving the station or whatever, with commentary every now and then,
just a record of recordings. It is called steam militants, and it’s got a very heroic poster, like
photograph of a ja locomotive on the front. And I thought, right, let’s do a record. And

he said, Oh, you can do a record. You know, there’s this place in Taiwan where they do
records. And I looked it up and found out what it what was necessary for to do it. And I
thought, right, could you come again tomorrow? Bring all your stuff. I'll bring up Oliver.
I'll tell him to bring all this stuff. We can, we can we can do something.

VV:

Wait. Didn't you say pornographic?

HT:

Well, if you were obsessed with trains, it’s pornographic, yes, and so much as it gives you
more of what you know. Well, you know what they sound like, but you want more anyway,
and it’s described in excruciating detail and packaged attractively.

VV:

When I say, ‘too much pleasure, which work of yours comes to mind?

HT:

Model trains. I've been getting into it more recently. I was always interested.

VV:

And which work comes to mind when I say ‘torture’?

HT:

Life.

VV:

Which work of yours?

HT:

Oh, sorry, work...everything recently... except the trains.Yes, the trains, to a lesser extent,
the trains are sort of escapism, but at the moment, but I'm not actually working on the
trains as yet. I'm just planning. The planning is hugely enjoyable. A lot of the time I have
almost more fun planning the work than in executing it.

VV:

Yeah, me too...



HT:

not always, but the stuff 'm working on at the moment and have been for about the last
eight months is almost exclusively an attempt to externalise pain.

VV: let the train take it away.

HT:

Yes, you know that you should watch series called ‘in the thick of this. That’s brilliant in
political satire, one rival politician says to another who's just sat we're gonna take you
down. We are gonna take you down to punky town. Here you come. Chew, fucking chew.
VV:

It sounds like it’s also from the 50s.

HT:

actually, yes, one of my favourite characters in TV was very good, a complete
psychopath. The pain thing, it's more a process of attempting to cultivate osmosis, to
cultivate what, sorry, well, it’s all like, well, when you put fertiliser on a pot plant, you've
got very careful to put it in, to put fertiliser, and it’s diluted with lots of water, as if you
put in too much. This is the only part of biology I remember from school. If you have two
things, if you have two bodies with a permeable membrane in between, and on one side,
it’s it's very concentrated, and on the other it’s not very concentrated. The chemical from
the least concentrated will pass through the membrane and be attracted by the very con-
centrated so if you put very strong fertiliser into a pop club, the stuff outside the roots will
be so strong that it will suck all the stuff from inside the roots, and that will kill the plant
immediately.

(insert drawing)

I'm trying to do the reverse, so to speak, by depicting things that distress the beast. It’s

an attempt as it works to separate them and well not get them, but it makes them less
ocean inside, you know?

VV:

to create distance.

HT:

yes, yes, to put, to put to create some more distance.to be able to literally look down on
it, you know, like a cruel guard, yes, yes, but the victim is principally myself.

VV:

Speaking of victims, throughout our conversations, I've noticed your fascination with the
figure of a jester, a wise or blessed fool, also known in east-orthodox Christianity, as
yurodivy and it carries like a strong political and religious message, which is reflected in
many ways in your attitude towards life, yet your work has been critiqued for its apparent
ignorance and even complacency to existing power structures. (ref.: a group crit of a hot
summer afternoon, 2025, Frankfurt) How do you reconcile this?



HT: Well, that was very specific to that work at the time, it was very, very weird. [ mean,
the great thing is that in terms of what work to make or what not to make, and one is
only in business for oneself. So if other people don’t like it, well, that’s potentially inter-
esting, but not necessarily relevant. You know? I mean, it can be, of course, I've always
preferred being insulted to being praised for the work, but that’s mostly because the
praise is so boring, because everybody tends to praise the same thing, and it gets very
repetitive. I mean, that’s like the first words of Anna Karenina, I think is that every hap-
py family is happy in the same way, but every unhappy family is unique in its misery.
So and by the same token, I've noticed that if people don’t like it, they like it for some
new and weird and mysterious reasons, which I don’t know about, and that interests me
very much. So if they don't like it, I want to know why, because it might be a new way of
thinking about things. But that doesn’t mean that you run off and do everything to
make you know some something that they might like more, if you see what I mean.
(...)

Did you find that... What was the way you thought about... about the critique thing?
VV:

I think, I don’t know, I see your work from many angles, and I think one of them is like
this luscious, seductive, sapphic, like sensual experience. And another is maybe, like

a some kind of mystical exploration, which I also touch on in the next question. But I
do wonder like, when it was brought up, this question of where do you stand, political-
ly and socially with your work, it made me wonder, like, how does it connect to your
experience of life?

HT:

Do you do you mean it as much as I might not be a very politically connected person?
VV:

I think 'm trying to figure it out. Yeah, maybe you are not a very politically connected
person. That’s an observation I would share. Or wait, let me go there.

I guess what I'm getting at is trying to understand how your values are reflected in your
work, or if they’re not, and why?

HT:

Well the yurodivy was someone who could comment on society because as an outsid-
er...not being completely a part of it all, could look in and perhaps see more clearly.
What interests me is the junction between the spiritual yurodivy and the political one.
So, if its Russia we are talking about, its interesting to me that a lot of yurorivy were
later

canonised, but heavily persecuted in their time because they spoke in a free and
unrestraint way, so that interests me. If that makes sense. Yes. And assuming we are
talking about the ones who were canonises, so the famous ones, they weren't operating
in very much of a democracy it has to be said. So they probably a useful political
function. Maybe like a jester actually. Because a jester in a medieval court served a very
important... an extremely important role. They were sort of like diplomats in a way.
They could, by means of satire... they too were political actors. And thats smth I want
to work from more in the future.
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VV:

The figures inhabiting your apocalyptic landscapes look like they’ve raided a theatre
closet with their outfits varying from biblical to athleisure and everything in between.
What does fashion do for you?

HT:

Oh, it does everything that it should! It's personal adornment. It’s nothing, nothing,
probably that it doesn’'t do for everyone else. It’s the means of creating and/or altering an
identity, and it can prove really useful for describing dynamics of some sort in the work,
but also when it’s just possible, it’s just a very good way of bringing enormous FUN into
the bargain. I mean, at a certain level, there’s not necessarily a better reason than that. I
(...)

Well, that’s, that’s, that’s the work which, which makes people think about fashion. I
mean, at one point, William(?) said it was, you know how William does that walk around
tour thing for wound game?

Well, the point of that was that people were supposed to give a small talk about their
work and explain what they were doing and what it was about, or whatever. They were
supposed to give a talk for 10 minutes and then there would be a Q and A it always took
half an hour. But anyway, all I could think to say was that I don’t really know what this
work is about. Does anyone have ideas? — I asked. He(William de Rooj) said (about the
dressed up tortured figurines from the paintings): And he said, of the looking at these
two paintings, one of them had sort of gray corpse, like things in and the other one had a
bunch of figures wearing weird clothes. He said: “Well, half of them are dead and the
other half are in drag’ Thinking back, I thought he put it rather well.

Maybe that why I decided to show them with a blanket. A subconscious expression of
their reality as pictorial comfort... I must say, rather satisfying as an explanation.
(PAUSE.WE LOOK AT EACH OTHER, TWO ALMOST FROZEN FIGURINES)

HT:

Since I'm in New Zealand, I've purchased about 73 blankets.

VV:

Wow, dream!

HT:

Yes. Someone asked me here: what are you doing with them? I don’t know exactly, but
I'm going to put them in the next book.

VV:

Speaking of books, actually, my next question is about books, so it5s...

HT:

...perfect, but yeah, say I discovered recently, to my horror, that bloody Diego Marcon
also collects Italian blankets. And what’s more, he’s gonna put them in a fucking book.
VV:

Are you jealous?

HT:

Well, kind of Yes.



VV:

So let’s talk about the book you’ve made, which, famously, despite its impressive volume,
had no words or images in it. Do you have nothing to say or do you just hate trees?

HT:

Oh, do you mean the sculpture, perhaps? But is this the yellow and black one? Yes, oh
that? Oh, well, that’s a sculpture that happens to be a book, not a not a book that
happens to be a sculpture. There are only two of them. Oh, well, I decided to have two
mates because that turned out to be the size the goat skins came in that one. That one
was extremely specific, and was to some extent, just my, my little joke, you could call it,
there’s a description in Borges short story. Well, it’s a very complicated story, of course,
because it’s Borges, but basically the a lot of it revolves around an extremely mysterious
volume, one of a set of encyclopaedias, volume 11, but they didn’t have volume 10, and
they didn’t have volume 12, nor did they have any of the others. They only had this one
book, and the story described it very specifically. It describes the size. It described as
being very large. I think it may have had 1001 pages. And it described something on one
page which was Orbis in an oval, and it described how the title was printed on it.

VV:

What does it describe? Can you say again? I didn't catch it.

HT:

It's described how the title was stamped on the cover, how the title was stamped on the
spine, and things like this. And that the spine was black and the cover was yellow. And so
I decided it would be a good idea to I realized, okay, the book is described. I don’t know
what the fuck was in it. It was full of maps and text and, you know, God knows what.
But, so on an impulse, I rang up a book I know read in the text and said, make that lucky,
because I realized that I could have it there wasn't it wasn’'t very much simpler than that,
except as a as a kind of a kind of perverse fulfillment of a prophesied book to put, to put
the contents in, is another matter, but I could at least give the appearance. It’s one of my
favorite short stories of all time. Incidentally, it is a masterpiece. Stretches the brain.

VV:

I'm terrified.

HT:

You should be. Its amazing.

VV:

Let’s talk about one of your earlier works. I'm thinking about this theatre film you made. I
don’t remember the name...

HT: APGA

VV:

Ah, and is it more like a theatre piece that you filmed, or is it the film?



HT:

Definitely a film, although it really existed. The thing it was built. It was, it was phys-
ics. Yeah, it was, it was. It was also rather childish and prosaic in conception it was
to do. I always wanted. I always wanted to do something whereby the sculpture, par-
ticularly the sculpture and paintings and that kind of thing. I wanted those things to
walk around the audience, rather than the. It's walk around your and so I was think-
ing of ways in which this could be done. The first idea was to, was to borrow, was

to hire a sushi restaurant for a night and put it on the thing the sushi, oh yes, yes,
which is something definitely going to do at some point, just as soon as I can hire
an entire Japanese restaurant for the night fucks. That would be expensive anyway.
But then I realised that they’ve got these that the radius, the radii of the crack, the
radii are very small, and they’ve got these perspex things will be slotted in, because
they’re made for very small objects in a tiny little plate for them on it, so that it
would only work for things that were much, much smaller than the stuff I was mak-
ing. So that didn't work. And then I wanted to have a conveyor belt shaped like a
figure zero, you know, sort of, sort of like a baggage conveyor in an airport. But that
didn’t work because, it turns out they cost millions of dollars to fill so anyway, and

it turned out that hiring the baggage drop of an airport I couldn’t make that work
either. I tried. So I thought, okay, a conveyor belt. It so happened that in the shed at
home, we had a couple of old market conveyor belts, you know, the put your grocer-
ies on. I thought, right, bingo,

I'll use those. And, well, the audience can notionally be sitting in the theatre. The
stuff will go in front of them. So, so that it was, it was a format, the format more
than anything, but it’s a format that, oh, the format that, the format, of course, is so
filled with potential that you could really do anything with it.

VV:

I'm trying to think. I guess I'm thinking now about, well, I will not come up with
any theory right now, but I wonder. I think there is, like, a trace in your work in the
form over the content, like now you're saying it’s all about the format, and I'm think-
ing about this yellow book that is a sculpture, and it’s all about the idea of the book,
and not the contents of it, or even those scrutinised paintings that you presented in
class and how you were saying that in the end, it'’s about the the shape of the propa-
ganda painting, or the shape of an idea, rather than idea itself. So I think there is an
interesting thought to develop from it.

HT:

Yeah, I think you could, I think you, I think you’re right, but, but, but also that was
that, that was the work done. It was characteristic of the work done at that time.

As a matter of fact, I don't believe it is the case any longer.

VV:

Now you're all about the content?
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HT:

lately, yes, I don’t necessarily want, I don’t necessarily want the audience to know every detail
of what I'm depicting, but at this point, it’s exclusively about the content.

They’ve become less... well other kinds of format interest me, but some, yeah, yeah, it

takes a very long time for the work to change, but it certainly does change. And it’s like, it’s
like turning around, mostly because the work I do tends to take a very long time to exe-
cute. And if I start something, I need to finish it before I do the next thing. So in that way,
it’s not very spontaneous, except in the thought process, takes a very it can only move quite
slowly. You know, it’s like one of those large oil tankers that need six nautical miles to come
to a complete stop, and they need a sort of 10 mile wide radius to turn around, that kind of
thing.

VV:

So you're somewhere in between.

HT:

Now, yeah. And I'm planning, at the moment, there are, there’s work being planned which is
very explicitly content focused, and increasingly, a lot more politics can be rigged into it, not
necessarily that it should be that way. But it'’s working with materials that are explicitly polit-
ical...

VV:

Speaking of change in the work, I wonder if all traces of your work were to be gone
tomorrow, and no one has any memory of it at all. So you're starting completely from

blank page. Which direction do you think you would take your work?

HT:

(visibly cheered up)

Oh, in this scenario, that would, that would only make it easier to do what I was gonna do
anyway, because essentially, it is a blank slate. I mean, the other thing is that I that it’s only
quite recently that I could think more clearly about what I was doing. It was that work that
was critiqued. I've it’s only much more recently that I've been because I generally do first and
ask questions later. So what I'm doing at any given moment, I might not have the first lucky
idea of what it’s about. And this means that when people ask, Oh, what’s this work about? I
could only say I had no idea. I haven't thought of it yet, or I haven't it has not yet clear to me
what it’s about, and this, I think, also this leaves it assuming, for the purposes of the discus-
sion, that that leaves the work more open, more vulnerable, being accused of not having any
particular thing, but it’s ignorance rather than rather than absence, necessarily. But those
works like the film, is a complete turnaround and completely different from the work that I
was doing before that it took, it took some years to arrive there from the unbelievable, un-
believably low, crappy level of shit I was doing before that. You have no idea, nor should you
ever but the it will be the same again, that will change radically, and it will not necessarily be
recognisable. That can happen. You know, one of my proudest moments ever was in a admit-
tedly not very good art competition, but there was quite a lot of money in prizes, so I did it

anyway.



I had two paintings up, and I heard later that the judge had

given both of them prizes, and the organisers looked at the list and said, Look, you're not
we told you you’re not supposed to give two prizes to one artist, but I thought they were by
different people. And I was so happy. I was delighted.

VV:

Wait, you got both prizes? No, I did.

HT:

I think she had to choose eventually. But that was apparently how it went with deciding real-
ly happy. I thought, yes, it can. It can fool people. Okay, yeah, I love the future, but we’ll have
almost nothing in common with the work I'm doing now. It’s very comforting to start again
from scratch, you know, to forget about everything.

VV:

Yeah, interesting. I think I'm chasing continuity with such obsession. So it’s like, really
comforting for me to hear it...

HT:

come again. What? Sorry

VV: I think in my work, I'm so obsessed now with trying to create some kind of continuity.
So it’s, like, really comforting for me to hear that you feel this way.

HT:

Well, some degree of continuity might come through. But, well, yeah. Well. Yeah, I love, I
do love the idea of different working in a completely new way. It’s very exciting, you know, I
think we should aspire to it, rather than, you know, you know,

VV:

I know.

(ANOTHER PAUSE FOR A STARING COMPETITION. WE ARE BOTH SO DAMN
GOOD AT

NESS)

Okay. Final question, what are your guilty pleasures and how do they inform or

disturb your practice?

HT:

Well, there’s quite a trend. I went to a I've been going to a therapist recently, and she said.
Maybe you should get a hobby. And I said, Oh, well, it’s kind of problematic. Are you great
many hobbies? But then they all got swallowed up by work. I like model railways, so I work
well. I like the techniques of model railway. They’ve always interested me. So I start working
with those materials and working with those techniques. I like, I like collecting agate. So
now I work with agate so they come through, they bleed through. That’s, that’s part of what
that film was about the work that’s in it. It was there. It was the realisation that all these other
things that had always been part of that had always obsessed me, I realised that they were
there for the taking, you know, that they could all be swallowed up and, you know, worked
with in a serious way, you know, and everything like that.

that created that the there was a lot of joy and that realisation, those works to me. It was,

it was, it was one of the most exciting times in my life. It was brilliant. So so that created a
degree of abstraction to do with meaning, if you see what I need, aside from, you know,
basic questions like, what does it mean with a shrine? What does it mean to revere this
thing, you know, how is it? How do we make it obvious that this is to be revered, or
something like that, you know, these sort of basic structural things.



HT(continuing):

So that created a degree of abstraction to do with meaning, if you see what I need, aside from,
you know, basic questions like, what does it mean with a shrine? What does it mean to revere
this thing, you know, how is it? How do we make it obvious that this is to be revered, or some-
thing like that, you know, these sort of basic structural things.

\A%

But the word guilt, guilty pleasure, something... You have no guilt?

HT:

No, I don’t know. I don’t have guilt in my pleasures. I just enjoy you, just what... I just
enjoy. I fight against my Puritan ancestors,

\A%

and that’s your political stance. There we arrived.

HT:

Well, they can’t be having with Puritanism, let’s face it, they tried to abolish Christmas for
God’s sake,

\A%

did they? I mean, it’s just a pagan holiday. Come on.

HT:

Yeah, all that well, that getting drunk and eating lots and, you know, dancing round trees
or whatever, they were totally against that.

\A%

No, I agree.

HT:

Much easier to determine one’s politics by finding out what one dislikes. You know that’s
true, although I have lost friends from having what you might call slightly heterodox
opinions on some matters... Saying yeah, like that time, I told you can publish this if you
want. But like, like that time, I said to what’s the name, Amanda. You know American
Amanda, I said to her, that’s it. So, trust the fuck I so I told her I felt rather sorry for
Yasmin.

\A%

I'm not gonna publish it. It’s too internal gossipy, but...

HT:

these things should be written down. Possibly.

\A%

Wait, were you around in Yasmin’s time?

HT:

I got the very end.

\A%

Oh.
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Money makes things happen. It is the
source of action in the world and
perhaps the only power we invest in.
In every other respect, in every

other value, bankruptcy has been
declared, giving money the power of
some sacred deity, demanding to be
recognised. Economics no longer
persuades money to behave. Numbers
cannot make the beast lie down and
be quiet or sit up and do tricks. Thus,
as we suspected all along, economics
falsely imitates science.

-- Money and the City,
Robert Sardello
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The fundamental principle and the
utmost symbol of the tradition-

al world was God. In the modern
relativistic world of processes, this
role has been assumed by money.
In this relativistic social world, it

is money that tells us what a given
thing is, as we canno longer deter-
mine it for ourselves.

Money is thus the voice of God in
our heads, instructing us on the
objective value of the world. Mon-
ey “sees’ —and subsequently ex-
plains by way of price—the ties and
interdependencies that our limited
or finite mind is unable to perceive.

-- Simmel and the Posthuman:
Money as the God of Bad Infinity,
Bartosz Kuzniarz
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Economics share the language of
psychopathology: inflation, depression,
lows and heights, slumps and peaks,
investments and losses, remaining caught
in manipulations of acting stimulated or
depressed, drawing attention to itself, ego-
tistically unaware of its own soul.

— Emancipation of the Sign, Eero Tarasti






A M IN E or an untapped vein
is not easily discovered; it is for
the gods and divine creatures
to reveal where they lie and to
teach human beings how to
exploit their contents.

natural resources price value settlement
requires military intervention or earth

deities in need of sacrifice?
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382,169,251 & $38,278,644,413
| STUDENT LOAN DEET
$1,784,735,342,299

US M2 MONEY SUPPLY 2000
$4,765,816,745,098

CURRENCY AND CREDIT DERIVATIVE:

$90,364,035,111,.
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9 Debt Clock Time Machine @

REVENUE REVENUE PER CITIZEN

843,873 & $13,792

TOTAL LOCAL REVENUE
435,705 $1,262,071,233,962

JLURLY DEBT PER CITIZEN

-,50,345.584 1 $3,750 “

INCOME TAX REVENUE PAYROLL TAX REVENUE
$2,598,997,352,862 $1,538,796,842,61

CORPORATE TAX REVENUE TARIFF TAX REVE
$444,303, 418,879 & $72,135,619,

LOCAL DEBT
$2,343,345,128,195

DEBT PER CITIZEN
$7,004

L

\TE/LOCAL SPENDING TOTAL DEBT T0 GOP RATIO Bl SPENDING TO

4,891,745 N BX

L US WORKFORCE NOW DOLLAR TO O
161,842,297 5,789,706 ¥ %0

US WORKFORCE 2000« | [ACTUAL UNEMPLOYED DOLLAR TO 0
§ 160,344,153 11,216,264 $2.16 P

07 N LABOR FORCE NOW FULL-TIME WORKERS T0 SIL
Wil 99.688,143 i 134,988,357 % S0¢
T IR 01 [N LABOR FORCE 2000+ PART -TIME WORKERS 10 SILy
i e , 81,897,168 $2 67 »

- NEDIAN NEW HOME NOW
15,421,107 $35,842 $449,560
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES | | (MEDIAN INCOME 2000 +) | { MEDIAN NEW HOME 2000

$31,797 $163,965

23,796,518

\/ u AN gl o (R TOSILV

- —~ 366.6:
(TTERTTAEEE! B S FORECLOSURES 'mmnur mmms l PAPER TO

17,217,285 [ 105,568 | 27.125.873 122 46

Us HETIHEES uzmtm ENROLLEES I I'W\

53,134,551 53 284, BEE 22 853,606 16.21




A PLACE WE DO NOT KNOW

Angel, if there were a place we do nor know,

and there

On some ineffable carpet, the lovers, who never Could
achieve fulfilment here, could show

Their bold lofty figures of heart-swings,

Their towers of ecstasy, their pyramid

That long since, where there was no standing ground,
Were tremblingly propped together — could succeed
Before the spectators around them, the innumerable
silent dead:

Would not these then throw their last, ever-hoarded,
Ever-hidden, unknown to us, eternally

Valid coins of happiness

Before their pair with the finally genuine smile

On the assuaged carpet?

-- Fifth Elegy,
Rainer Maria Rilke






bookarchive

Guilliotine Collective
(A Manifesto)

This Manifesto was written by an anonymous group who declared
themselves as the founders of the Guilliotine Collective.

Allegedly during the Fourth Situationist International Conference in
London, 1960.



bookarchive

Everything Will Be Good And You Will Love It

“To me, every hour of the day and night is an unspeakable miracle”
-- Walt Whitman

This second edition of the Manifesto is regarded as "The Second Testament" of the move-
ment. It adds further expantions to the previously developed priniples as well as practical
exercies to be used in everyday life.



filmarchive

SIRENS OF THE REVOLUTION

Novosibirsk, 1993

Based largely upon the sensational discovery of previously unknown footage and sound
recordingslocked in a fridge at the Boreskov Institute of Catalysis at Akademgorodok, this
documentary goes deeply into the origins of Arseny Avraamov’s legendary performance
of Symphony of Sirens (Iynkosas cumdonus) at Baku in 1922. Perhaps the largest sound
based performance ever to have taken place, Avraamov redefined the scope and context of
the contemporary understanding of the avant-garde and the political nature of art itself.



filmarchive

Read My Desire

Nollywood, 1988

Avibrant rom-com infused with magic realism, following a turbulent love octagon — a pas-
sionate entanglement between eight people, each hiding their own skeletons. Between spirit
incantations, telepathy, and mismatched timelines, the characters painstakingly grapple
with the essence of attraction: supernatural, and all too human.



filmarchive

Love 1sland

Christchurch, 1958

A visceral exploration of distance, colonialism and pre-wave feminism, this miniseries follows
the astonishing true story of the wives sought for three Lutheran missionaries stationed on the
Chatham Islands (R-kohu [M-ori], Wharekauri [Moriori]). A perverse but life-changing choice
is faced by the putative wives upon arrival, whilst genocide and epidemics prevail on the is-
lands meanwhile.



filmarchive

Darfur, 2015

An 8-episode reality series set in Sudan’s gold mines with real-life employees as cast and crew.
/produced with the generous support of the World Peace Foundation, UN, Saudi Gold
Refinery Mining Company, and Gazprom./
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gallery tour+ artist talk
Jan 21-Feb 03, 2002 Rue GY 498, Dakar



| Spy With My Little Eye

September 2-23, 2001
Hafenstr, 23, Frankfurt am Main
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